Evangelical 


Christendom 


Notes. 


Our members and friends will be glad to hear 
that since the last issue of Evanceicat Cunts 
the Council of the Evangelical Alliance 
has been strengthened by some notable addi- 
tions of honoured servants of God. These 
include the Rt. Hon. Lord Langford, Sir 
Matthew Dodsworth, Bart., Sir W. H. Perkin, 
D. Sc., LL. D., F.R.S., Sir Andrew Wingate, 
K.C.LE, and Rev. G. Campbell Morgan, D. D, 
who have accepted office as Vice-Presidents, 
also Rev. Canon A. E. Barnes-Lawrence, 
M.A., Mr. W. Brackett, J. P., Captain Totten- 
ham, and Rev. F. Scott Webster, all of whom 
are new members of the General Council. 

We ask continued prayer for the interests of 
Its influence is widening and deepening; the 
possibilities before it are unlimited. But who 


will help lead it forward to further practical 


usefulness and the consummation of its ideals 
by supplications with strong crying and tears? 


* * * * * 


Tuts is the more necessary, because of special 
difficulties and trials which beset every deeply 
spiritual movement to-day. And 
here be it emphasized that the 
Alliance is a spiritual Alliance; 
spiritual in its origin, basis, aims, and operations. 
Nothing else will do for a visible expression of 
unity purchased by the blood of Christ and 
sanctified by the Holy Ghost. May every 
member realize this. May the Spirit be out- 
poured in our midst, and may the prayers of 
the Lord’s remembrancers on our behalf be 
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In response to several requests, we have 
prepared, and the Council have authorized, 
an attractive booklet, entitled 

“Evangelical Alliance Ius Basis, 
nymMN-Boox. History, and Aims.” It is printed 
in large type, on good paper, and 

we will gladly send one or more copies on ap- 
plication, It is already being translated into 
Danish, and we trust other languages will follow. 
A new Alliance Hymn-book is also in the 
printer s hands, and will be ready, it is hoped, 
in time for use at the Plymouth Convention. 
It contains one hundred hymns, carefully 
selected with the aid of expert advice. It is, 
we believe, a unique collection of hymns for 
use at Convehtions or other Alliance gatherings. 
It is specially applicable to the Week of Prayer, 
and when we add that th: Priev, printed in clear 
type, on good paper, is but One Hatrrenny 
net, it will be evident that a really useful book 
is described. We hope to receive numerous 
orders, and will gladly send a specimen copy if 
a penny stamp is enclosed with the application. 


* * * 


effort has been put into the arrange - 
ments for the 190 the Sixtieth—observance 
of the Universal Week of Prayer. 
The Invitation and Programme 
1907. has been translated into, and is 
being issued from the London 
office in, Welsh, Russian, and Spanish—this is 
in addition to the two English editions, and the 
many languages into which it is translated by 
foreign Branches or countries themselves. But 
more of this later. 


* 
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Will our Secretaries and representatives please 
do all possible to make arrangements carly for 
local meetings. Special difficulties but call for 
increased faith and effort. There are always 
those in every place who remain true to 
Alliance principles and practice, despite passing 
controversies or ill-feeling. Such, if representa- 
tive meetings are not possible, must be rallied, 
and thus the circle of international and united 
prayer be extended as widely as possible. 

We ask special attention to the Plea for 
Deeper Bible Study which Dr. George Hanson 

makes elsewhere in this issue 
A PLEA of EvanceuicaL CHRISTENDOM. 
sisie stupy. The subject is of vital impor- 

tance at the present time. Home 
life in England and the interests of the future 
generation are specially concerned. Happily 
there is evidence of revival in the systematic 
study of God's Word. Dr. Campbell Morgan’s 
Westminster Bible School, Northfield, Chicago, 
and other efforts are all helping to bring home 
to Christians their responsibility to read, mark, 
learn, and inwardly digest the Book of God. 
This is the best cure for doubt, from whatever 
cause arising. Destructive criticism needs to 
be faced, but positive Bible teaching and study 
are weapons of warfare mighty, through God, 
to the pulling down of strongholds. 

* * * 

It is cause for satisfaction that representations 
to His Majesty’s Government on the subject of 
Religious Liberty in Malta have 
borne fruit. We have before us, 
and print elsewhere, a white 
paper containing a despatch from the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies to the Governor of 
Malta, under date August 15th, 1906. There 
is no longer need to withhold details of the 
prompt action taken by the Evangelical Alliance 
in this matter, hence we give in full the address 
of the Council to Lord Elgin under date of 
June, 1906. 

All Protestant Christians will rejoice at the 
firm reply given by the Government to the 
assumptions of Rome in Malta. We con- 


THE MALTA 
INCIDENT. 


gratulate fellow-workers in Malta on this vin- 


dication of their rights to religious liberty, 
being loyal subjects of His Majesty King 
Edward VII. | 


New Members. 


Tus folowing Gave jomed the since 


July 1st 

Kinnaird, Lady 
Langford, Right Hoa. Lord 
Alford, Mr. Thomas 
Austin, Rev. I. M. 
Carter, Mr. Edwin R. 
Cutts, Miss Alice 

Drewett, Mr. George E. 
Fim, Mr. H W. 

Puller, Mr. Columbes C. 
Gibson, Mr. Robert J. 
Hammond, Rev. E. Hugh 
Harris, Rev. C., M.A. 
Hayter, Mr. W. G. 
Hoste, Mr. D. K. 


Haghes, Rev. Arthur R 
Isaacson, Rev. C. 8. 
Leigh, Miss C. 
Macdonald, Mr. D. 
Smith, Miss H. 

Stern, Rev. John, M.A. 
Thomson, Rev. Charles 
Tomalin. Rev. Edward 
Tynte, Miss M. A. 
Watts, Miss J. 
Williams, Mrs. J. 5. 
Willmer, Mr. F. E. 


Requests for Prayer. 


1. For the work of the Evangelical Alliance in its endea- 
vours in all lands to promote love of the Brother- 
hood, and to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 


bond of peace.” 

2. For the removal of all causes of disunity aniérgst™ 
Christians. That they all may be one... . that 
the world may believe.” 


3 For persecuted and tried Christians in all lands, 
especially in Russia, Turkey, and Armenia. 

4 For Home and Foreign Branches of the Alliance, their 
Councils or Committees and individual Members. 

5. For the Alliance Bible School in Berlin. That those 
training, and being trained, may be kept filled with 
the Spirit, and that those now in Russia may be used 
to the salvation of souls. 

6. For Russia, especially for distressed Jews in that dis- 
tracted country. For workers seeking to alleviate 
their sufferings. 

7. For the work of all Evangelical Home and Foreign 


Missionary Societies, and their Missionaries. For 
Medical Missions. 


8. For the Sixtieth Annual Convention of the Alliance, 
and for guidance in arranging the proposed Inter- 
national Conference. 


NOW READY.— The new Alliance Hymn- 
book, 24 pages, containing 100 specially selected 
Hymns for use at Week of Prayer gatherings, 
Conventions for Deepening of the Spiritual 
Life, and Evangelistic Services. Price One 
Halfpenny. Apply for specimen to the General 
Secretary, Evangelical Alliance, 7, Adam Street, 
Strand, W. C. 
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Religious Liberty in Malta. 


Our readers are already acquainted with the 
facts concerning the withdrawal of the Theatre 
Royal at Valetta, Malta, during the Mission con- 
ducted by Rev. John McNeill. This took place 
consequent on representations to the Governor 
made by the Roman Catholic Archbishop bishop. 


Protestants in Malta were to enjoy religious liberty 
im the future. The «Evangelical Alliance was 
appealed to from various sources, and, after care- 
fel consideration of facts laid before them through 
trustworthy sources, the following address was for- 
warded to the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
We print Lord Elgin's reply and a subsequent 
despatch to the Governor of Malta, to which refer- 
ence is made on another page (see “ Notes”). 


Alhance House, 
7. Adam Street, Strand, London, . 


To the Right Hon. the East or Eoin, K.G., 
G. C.S. I. G. CIE. His Majesty's Secretary of 
State for the Colonies. 


My —The Connell of the British Organization 


M 
Government the interests of religious liberty in Maha, 


the. ef Malta, in onder 40 to 
testant Churches and subjects in Malta the right on 


7 


| 
@ 


future occasions to follow the dictates of conscience 
without interference. 
On behalf of the Council, 
resident, 
/vertdemt /rish Branch. 
KINNAIRD, Preeedent. 
Oveatoun, Vice-President. 
(Signed) W. H. Au, 7remmrer. 
. Fiemine, Canon of let, 
MacEwan, Sect 
Woon, 
Goocn, Serefary. 


sand, 19%. 


Devoning Street, July 4th, 1006. 
Sis, I am directed by the Earl of Elgin to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the sand 
ultimo on the subject of the Protestant services 
recently held in Malta, and to inform you that his 
Lordship has asked the Governor for a report on the 
matiers referred to im the address enclosed in your 


letter. 
I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 


H BERTRAM COX. 
The Genera’ Secretary, Evangelical Alliance. 


Downing September 27th, 1906. 

Sin, In reply to your letter of the 14th instant, I 
am directed by the Earl of Elgin to transmit to you, 
for the information of the Evangelical Alliance, the 
accompanying printed copy of a despatch which he has 
recently addressed to the Governor of Malta, con- 
veying instructions for the treatment of all religious 
denominations in the Island on a footing of perfect 

uality. 


the publication of the correspondence between this 


Department and the Evangelical Alliance. l 
1 am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 
C. P. LUCAS. 


The General Secretary, Evangelical Alliance. 


MALTA, | 
Despatch from the Secretary of State relative to 
the holding of Protestant mission services at the 
Theatre Royal, Malta. — 
Tur Secrerary or STATE TO THE GOVERNOR, 
| Downing Street, August 15th, 1906. 
Six,—The R— 0% connected with the mission 
services held in the Theatre Royal at Malta, during last 
May, by the Rev. J. McNeill, have directed the attention 


of the Evangelical Alliance, an institution composed 

of members of the various bodies of Protestant 

Christians in Great Britain and Ireland, respectfully 

beg to make strong representations to your lordship 

concerning the recent action of His Excellency the 

Governor of Malta in withdrawing the use of the 

Theatre Royal on the last of the eight days during 

which the use of the theatre bad been granted by him 

for the purpose of holding a united Protestant Mission. 

The Council respectfully ask your lordship's atten- 

tion to the accompanying statement of facts contained 

in a letter addressed by the Mission Committee to 

H. E. the Governor. (See A. 

Catholic Church, and the subsequent action of H. E. 

the Governor, has given grievous offence to His Dr 
Majesty's loyal Protestant subjects at Malta and — 

throughout Great Britain and Ireland, and the Council 

will be imperilled. 

The Council having brought to your lordship's 

knowledge the above circumstances, respectfully urge 
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of His Majesty's Government to the general question whieh His Maj „ Government take of the yuestion, 
dhe of I propose to His Majesty to Royal In- 
that Island. structions ing the 2 — 2 2 
2. The only basis which His Majesty's Government insertion of the following Clause :— , 
intention that all p Out sand Island 
denominations should be treated with perfect equality. should have full ot —— ’ 
They are aot aware of any pledges given by their pre. exercise of their ve modes — — 
decessors, or of any circumstances peculiar: to Malta, 
which preclude them from proceeding on that basis, or mandder in to permit all persons with ale 
would justify them in denying to one religious body Island to have such liberty, and to exercue re- 
privileges granted to another. spective modes — r they 
3. There is fortunately but one respect in which 
the existing conditions need alteration in eee carry : — giving offence or scandal 
out the principle of ect equality and mu tolera- Goveramen 
The practical His Majesty's Government tray hat the people 
restriction epon the religious ceremonies of other de- of Malta, recognizing the principle toleration — 
nominations than the Roman Catholic Church is that inapires the decision conveyed in this Cespeu, wAb 
they are not permitted to take place in public. What- so the guiilis of 
ever may have been the grounds on which it was the cute te 
originally imposed, such a restriction is plainly in- Roman Catholic Church. If, however, roe nen gee 
consistent with the principle which His Majesty's should be caused by evil-disposed persons they mast, 
Government desire to see followed, and you will course, be repressed, if necessary by the whole power 
accordingly raise no objection in future to the holding of the Government, and the persons ang Baer 
in pablic of the religious ceremonies of any denomi- dealt with in accordance with law: but Ifis Majesty 
nation, provided, of course, that they are fond Ade that — 
religious cerembnics, and not in the nature of demon- no such necessity oles of € 31 hased 
strations intended to give offence. on the fundamental principles of 1 5 7 
in order to make clear doult the view ve, c., 
4 ina 0 beyond 
The Plymouth Convention. 
ON page 2 of the cover we give a digest of the among all earnest Christians, a unity spiritual in its 
programme for our Sixtieth Annual Convention. basis and visibly practical in its issues; on the other 
The occasi : the side, a sorrowful unrest in many quarters about the 
. pera very basis of the Faith, and also some special con- 
comprehensive and capable of far-reaching in- troversies on practical Christian 7 , endangering 
fluence. We ask for all speakers, and the arrange- manifestation of “the family affection of Christianity.” 
ments in general, the earnest prayers of our May the Lord and Head of universal Christendom 
bless and use the Alliance at this time. 
readers. Having opened its doors in a united in- J am, most iraly yours 
vitation to the Alhance, we will not forget to pray . (Signed) H. Dunst. 


also that Churches and Christians in Plymouth ; . Council have 
may feel and see the resa/¢s of Christian unity, and — ſollo — the Bishop 
thus recognize the unseen power of the Holy Spirit of Exeter (Dr Archibald Robeftsoe) wy ’ 


in the Convention. Pelace 
The following gracious message has been re- Pe 8 September 25th, 1906. 
ceived by the Council from the Bishop of Durham Dear Sir,—I am hoping to say a few words of wel- 
(Dr. Handley Moule):— . ie 2 to the Evangelical Alliance on the jon of 
, | their assembling at Plymouth on the töth prox. for the 
Auckland Castle, = Sixtieth Annual Convention, bat meanwhile I very 
Dear Mr. Gooch, — I think with great interest of the pe and for the — 
} ——— Plymouth Conference of the Alliance. purpose of the Alliance, namely, the pet ee! - of 
y earnest sympathies and my special prayers do the essential unity, underlying all differences, however 
and will attend the occasion. It is quite out of my numeross sed i t. which exists between ofl 
power to be personally present, for October is always — ‘tikes fives are founded upon faith im a 
one of the fullest months in my much-occupied life. Divine Redeemer 
I thank God for the sixty years of quiet, far-extend- * * Exon. 
ing, fruitful work already granted to the Evangelical : | 
Alliance. May its sixty-first year be more than ever Programmes are now ready, and can be obtained 


q “sanctified de the Master's use." Two opposite in any quantity from the London office, or in PI 
nomena in the Christian world at the present q 4 1 a 
—.— seem to give special opportunity for its mouth from. the local sven. Secretary, Mr. F. L. 
| uniting, conciliating influence and ms benignant acti- Bennett, at the Young Men’s Christian Association, 
1 vities—on one » @ deepening longing for unity Bedford Street, Plymouth. , Ga! 
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The Alliance Bible School in Berlin. 


AT the Blankenburg Allliance Conference we were 
reminded of the great interest which the British 
Organization of the Alliance is taking in the 
Alliance Bible School in Berlin. This interest is 
warmly responded to in Germany. At the present 
time twenty-one students are in training. We are 
expecting two more who are to arrive on the 
st of October. These visited the Bible School last 
year. Of the eight brethren from Russia, four have 
returned to their native country: on the 4th of 
July one to Dorpat, in North Russia ; the second 
to Roliva, in the government of Oral; the third 
to Odessa ; and the fourth to Kilia, in the govern- 
ment of RHessarabia in South Russia. The 
first reports that during the week he works as a 
shoemaker, but on the Sunday he preaches the 
Gospel. The Russian believers watch the young 
preachers keenly, to see whether they have not be- 
come elated and pretentious, and it is satisfactory 
to find that they are not at all ashamed of their 
humble calling, and that their sojourn in Germany 
has not filled them with pride and self-sufficiency. 
After a due season of trial and proving, no doubt 
the believers will begin to trust them and aid them 
in their work. | 

The second student who has left us writes that 
he has found the Church in bis native place in a 
sad condition. -Like the Church in Sardis, it has 
a name to livey but is dead. He began earnestly 
to exhort the brethren and sisters to consider their 
ways, and the Lord opened their hearts, and they 
received the Word, acknowledged their sins, and 
humbled themselves before God. 

The spirit of repentance has not yet spread to 
all, but it has been made manifest that the Lord 
can do nothing in that place if believers are not 
true and loyal to Him. As soon as this young 
brother has obtained the permit from the police, 
he will preach the Gospel in the places around. 
He writes that infidelity and hatred to the govern- 
ment have blinded many, but there are not a few 
who are seeking after truth. This brother is 
scarcely twenty years of age, and yet there are 
thousands around him who know not God, and yet 
are longing for peace. He writes, “ If we feel in 


reality and bear on our hearts the overwhelming — 
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needs of Russia we shall no longer content our- 
selves with cold and formal prayer, but with cry 
to God for help, yea, with strong cries and tears.” 

The two other brethren, who «sre in South 
Russia, state that it is with the most profound 
sorrow that they contemplate the very grievous 
condition of the people. Hut they thank God 
joyfully that from the very first He has greatly 
blessed their work. 

In the place of these four brethren four others 
will fill up their vacancies. Of these eight brethren 
from Russia seven will go back, please God, to 
that country as evangelists in the month of July, 
1907. 

The Bible School has now been removed from 
Steglitz to Berlin, and is in connection with the 
work which was established through the devoted 
efforts of Fraulein von Blucher. Since the death 
of Fraulein von Blicher, Pastor Kubler and Herr 
Warns have undertaken the direction of the work. 
This will be beneficial to the Bible School in many 
ways, and will strengthen its Alliance character. 
Since the work in the Hohenstaufen Strasse is 
recognized as a witness to the true unity of the 
children of God, it keeps up a close connection 
with believers of all denominations, and welcomes 
the Word spoken, without distinction of name or 


nation, from those willing to minister it, provided 


they take their stand on the ground of the in- 
tegrity and inspiration of the Word of God. By 
such means as these the Bible scholars are free 
from national and ecclesiastical systems, and also 
from the narrow-mindedness of the Free Churches. 
They have also many opportunities for practical 
service in the Lord's work. 7 

A short distance from the Bible School is the 
German Tent Mission. There also the students 
(or scholars) go every day to take part in evange- 
listic meetings. 

We in Germany say, Brethren, pray for us,“ 
for the students in training and for those already 
in the field. We have entered in faith upon an 
undertaking needing constant remembrance before 
God, for the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, as 
well as for all the needs of the Bible School and its 
many students. C. K. 
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Japan Evangelical Alliance. 


THE recent meeting of the Japan Evangelical 
Alliance in Tokyo was not only largely attended, 
but of unusual interest and importance. The great 
opportunities, as well as responsibilities, now resting 
upon the body of Christian believers in Japan 
have caused much thought, as well as carnest 
prayer for guidance and strength for this great 
work. 

The value of unity has been already so clearly 


demonstrated by the union of the Presbyterian | 


and Episcopalian bodies, that there has grown up 


a conviction that a larger and more general union | 


is not only desirable, but even necessary for the 
furtherance of the work. 

As the result of the discussions, a plan for 
Church Federation was agreed upon for submis- 
sion to the different bodies for approval, of which 
the aim is stated to be, To deepen friendship 
between the so-called ‘evangelical’ Churches, to 
undertake co-operative evangelistic labours, to 
manage affairs concerning the general interests 
of Christian Churches, and to show forth to society 
the spirit of Christ.” 


In the carrying out of this plan it is proposed to 


unite in the publication of such matter as shall 
be of general utility and interest, conduct united 
evangelistic work, arrange for the general observ- 
ance of the Week of Prayer, and arrange for the 
presentation of reports on various subjects at the 
general meetings. 

Even this important step was not enough to 
satisfy the desires of all, and a resolution was passed 
to the effect that, as the union of various Christian 
sects in one Church, for the sake of Christianizing 
Japan and evangelizing the Orient, is desirable, a 
committee of twenty be appointed by the Chair to 
formulate plans to carry this into effect. This 
committee was afterwards increased to twenty-five 
by the addition of five laymen. 

What will be the final outcome is not yet certain. 
One thing, however, is evident, and that is that the 
spirit of unity is very strong and increasing. There 
is the firm and very general conviction that an end 
should be made to the many divisions that now 
exist, and nothing of the kind should in the future 
retard the complete triumph of the Gospel in 
Japan. 


Vokohama, Japan. H. Loomis. 


The Blankenburg Alliance Convention, 1906. 


AMONG the many Conventions held in various parts 
of the world, Blankenburg holds in some respects 
a unique position. 

It is now twenty-two years since the first 
Convention was held. It was indeed a small 
beginning : fourteen Christians met by invitation 
of Miss von Weling (the honoured foundress of 
all the institutions connected with Blankenburg) for 
prayer and consultation about the work of God in 
Germany. .The second year the number increased 
to twenty-eight, the third year thirty-five, and from 
that time the growth has been continuous and 
remarkable. 

Last year fourteen hundred persons assembled, 
the Conference Hall, built for nine hundred, 
proving all too small; and it was laid upon the 
hearts of the leaders of the work that provision 
must be made for much larger assemblies. it was 
therefore determined that a new hall should be 
built forthwith, there being ample room for this to 
bedone. The result is that at this year’s Convention 
a new hall, with ample seating accommodation 
for two thousand, was opened and set apart for 
God's work in connection with the Alliance move- 
ment. 
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The event amply justified the step which had 
been taken, for upwards of two thousand were this 
year gathered together to wait upon God. There 
were preparatory meetings held in the old hall, 
which still stands, arid proved very useful for 
sectional meetings, as also as an additional meal 
room for the numerous guests. The first meeting 
held was on the Saturday evening, when a special 
meeting for prayer was conducted by General von 
Viebahn, some three to four hundred being already 
present. On the Sunday three services were held, 
that in the morning being taken by Professor 
Stroeter, in the afternoon by Pastor Fuller Gooch, 
from London; this meeting being followed by a 
season of fellowship at the Lord's table. In the 
evening an evangelistic meeting was held, in which 
General von Viebahn and others took part. It 
was a hallowed day, giving glad anticipations and 
promise of what was to follow throughout the 
week. On Monday evening the opening meeting 
of the new hall was held. To the surprise of all, 
the spacious building was well filled, large numbers 
having poured into Blankenberg from all parts 
during the day. The new ball is a plain, unadorned 
structure, but admirably adapted for the purpose 
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for which it has been built. Underneath the large 
auditorium is a book-room for the sale of Christian 
literature, Bibles, &c., writing rooms, committee 
rooms, a post-office, fitted up with telephone and 
all other conveniences, together with large retiring 
rooms for ladies and gentlemen ; indeed, nothing 
seems to have been forgotten needful to the comfort 
and practical necessities of such an assembly, and 
yet the whole has been built at a cost of scarcely 
more than £2,000. Baron von Thuemmler occupied 
the chair at the opening meeting, and gave an 
appropriate address on the objects and work of 
the Evangelical Alliance. He was followed by 
Pastor Fuller Gooch, who spoke at this meeting 
as a delegate from the British Organization, the 
recent work of which he outlined and described, 


truth admirably adapting bim for the positon. 
On Tuesday the under-stated meetings of the 
Conference began, the leading speakers being 
General von Viebahn, Professor Stroeter, Pastor 
Stockmeyer, the Secretary, Pastor Modersohn, and 
Pastor Fuller Gooch by invitation of the Com- 
mittee as a visitor from England. The meetings 
lasted the whole week, closing with a praise meet. 
ing on the Saturday morning. Many had to leave 
for their respective homes on the Friday night, but 
upwards of a thousand people remained. Testi- 
monies were given by not a few to special blessing 
which had been obtained, while more than fifty 
rose to testify that they had received converting 
grace during the weck There were five meet- 
ings each day—a prayer meeting at d am.; a 


BLANKENBURG EVANGELICAL ALLIANCETHE NEW CONFERENCE MALL. 


at the same time enforcing the principles upon 
which the Evangelical Alliance movement has 
all along been based. He gave voice to the 
earnest desire of the British Council to work 
in closest harmony with Blankenberg and all 
-other Branches of the Alliance, emphasizing the 
value in these days of strengthening the bonds of 
union and co-operation on behalf of vital truth as 
embodied in the Word of God. A stirring and 
_ vigorous address followed from Pastor Modersohn, 
the newly appointed secretary in charge of the 
Allianz Haus at Blankenberg. All felt that it is a 
providential arrangement that such a one has been 
found to act in this capacity, his business capa- 
bilities as well as his sound devotion to evangelical 


Conference meeting at half-past nine to twelve ; 
Bible reading at three ; missionary meeting at half- 
past four, and Conference meeting again at 8 p.m. 
The subject chosen was the First Epistle to the 
Thessalonians. The need for abiding in the Word 
of God and for earnest, practical preparation for 
the near coming of the Lord were the topics 
mostly dwelt upon ; and for quiet power and mani- 
fest blessing resting upon the Word, the cause for 
thanksgiving and praise was abundant. There 


was an absence of any approach to excitement, 


but an evident deep work of the Spirit was none 
the less manifest. We may well thank God for 
what He is doing in Germany as witnessed by the 


Blankenberg Convention of 1906. W. F. G. 
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Plea for Deeper Bible Study, 


2 


with some Principles for Guidance. 


Address given at our Newcastie Conference 


By Rev. George Hanson, M.A., D.D. 


THE Scriptures themselves are the most wonderful 
literature in the world : nothing can for an instant 
compare with them in the thrilling interest of their 
contents and history. Look at this Book, composed 
during a period of twelve or fiffeen hundred years, 
and covering thousands of years in its vast and 
comprehensive survey. In its early portions, how 
it goes back to the very birthday of time, and dis- 
courses of things done in the grey of that distant 
dawn; in its later parts, how it reaches forward in 
Joyous forecast to the time of the restitution of all 
things—the re-birth of a new world, the abolition of 
all sin and sorrow, and the re-establishment of the 


‘reign of righteousness and peace. Where will you 


find more entrancing or beautiful narratives than 
those that lie between the beginning and the 
ending—narratives still fresh at the end of 3,000 or 
4,000 years the stories of patriarchs, priests, 
judges, kings, and commoners which speak to us 
in mingled tones of warning and encouragement, 
and throughout show us the hand of God con- 
straining, restraining, and sustaining? What can 
match in interest the history of the people of 
Israel, and the fulfilment in this experience of the 
promises and judgments of God—a fulfilment so 
wonderful that one of the strongest arguments for 
the truth of this Word is Israel's miraculous 
preservation through centuries of martyrdom, and 
her separation, even to-day, after so long a time, 
from all the nations of the earth? What shall we 
say of the goodly fellowship of the prophets— 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, and the rest—those fearless 
champions of truth, whose brave words have come 
ringing down the ages to us, and whose eyes saw 
afar off, and whose hearts ran to meet the Christ ? 
But all seems to pale before the supreme glory of 
the Lord in the Gospel, the manifestation of the 
Son of God, full of grace and truth. 

Surely we cannot, without a throb of wonder and 
joy, contemplate this, God's unspeakable gift of 
love, or handle without emotion these memoirs of 
the adored Master, which the disciples have left 
us. Can I really hear from their faithful lips the 
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very words that Jesus spoke, see with their eyes 
the marvellous deeds that He wrought, and the 
final victory that He won? May I listen to John 
the beloved telling of his Saviour’s love to the 
world; to Peter the impulsive recounting the story 
of his fall and restoration by the grace of Christ ; 
to Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ, pleading the 
cause he had once bitterly opposed, and pouring 
out his heart in rapturous adoration of the once 
hated and despised Nazarine? — 

How can any one fail to read diligently and 
reverently a book that has such undivided claims 
on our attention? And yet, I fear, that the Bible 
is to multitudes an unknown or very imperfectly 
appreciated Book. Even those who are supposed 
to be Christians are contented with a very frag- 
mentary acquaintance with its contents. They 
read only, and that hurriedly, a few books, or 
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are tired at the close of the days duties and cannot 
command the attention or mental alertness neces- 
sary ; they are rushed at the beginning of the day, 
and have only time to scramble through their 
morning toilet ana u.eakfast before starting out to 
office, warehouse, factory, or shop. Is it any 
wonder that the Scriptures become insipid and 
unprofitable to them? Is it strange that they 
come to look on a few verses or chapters as con- 
taining all that is essential to know and leave 
severely alone every book or verse or chapter that 
presents any difficulty or makes any serious de- 
mand on their thinking powers or time? It is a 


the superficial, flabby Christianity of to-day, with 
its: fluctuations of mood, its lukewarmness and 
frequent lapses. Ignorance of the Scriptures is 
the chief cause, | believe, of the Church's in- 
efficiency, of believers’ backsliding. It is no less 
the chief cause of the infidelity of to-day. The 
best cure for unbelief is a deeper acquaintance with 
the Word of God. A very large proportion of the 
objections to Christianity, raised by unbelief, is due 
to misunderstanding of the meaning of Scripture, 
and of the purpose and method of revelation. 

I. Let me point out, then, first of ail, the necessity 
of «a wider and decper knowledge of the Word of 
Ged. The Bible has been given to us, as the 
writer to the Hebrews (i. 1) puts it, “at sundry 
and in divers manners.” Nothing can 
its diversity of form and contents. It is not 
book, but a collection of books, written 
by fragment during many centuries by 
do Its fifty or more 
lived in different periods of the world's 
„ under divers conditions of society, with 
' end moral peculiarities, and spiritual ex- 
perience as varied as their external circumstances. 
Lawgivers like Moses, kings like David and 
Solomon, warriors like Joshua, prophets like 
Samuel and Isaiah, priests like Ezra and Jeremiah, 
exiles like Daniel and Ezekiel, governors like 
Nehemiah, peasants like Amos, fishermen like 
Peter and john, tax-gatherers like Matthew, 
physicians like Luke, and rabbis like Paul—all 
mingle here. 

Every form of composition is represented here— 
history, biography, poetry, prophecy, allegory, 
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the homely letter: things hard te be understood 
and great plainness of speech ; song, dirge, warning, 
pleading, promise—all are found here. 

Sometimes a book like Genesis covers the 
history of thousands of years others like Ruth 
detail the circumstances of a single obscure family. 
Sometimes g writer gives at length the particulars 
of a single day in an individual's life ; sometimes 
he crushes into a single clause the record of 
generations. Verily it is true, “God spake unto 
the fathers by the prophets at sundry times and in 
divers manners.” 

Now the question arises, Why was revelation 
fashioned after this sort? Would it not have been 
better to give us in logical order and m precise 
terms the facts and doctrines that God requires us 
to believe? A few plain paragraphs, announcing 
God's character and provision for our happiness 
and holiness: a chapter on morality another on 
the sin of man; another on the Person and work 
of Christ: another on the operations of the Holy 
Ghost: another on the constitution of the Church 
on earth another on the resurrection and supreme 
glory of the believer. A few chapters of this 
character on definite subjects, with precise readings, 
misinterpretation | Why, then, has revelation been 
given us in the form in which we have it, so multi- 
farious in its contents, so varied in its style, so 
fragmentary in its composition, here a little and 
there a little? Why has truth been scattered over 
so wide an area, and given thus piecemeal and in 
such unequal portions? Why must we search and 
compare and combine these various parts, gathering 
from many separate places the evidence which we 
require for the conclusions which we draw? 

The answer is this—God's Word is like the 
Creator's work; they are fashioned alike. The 
earth is not a huge garden, parcelled out into so 
many beds, with so many promenades. All the 
trees or shrubs of one order are not collected in 
one quarter, nor are the flowers or plants of another 
order collected in another quarter. The beasts 
and animals, the birds and fishes. are not gathered 
in separate clearly defined localities according to 
their genera and species. The phenomena of 
nature are presented to us in seemingly bewildering 
confusion. There is a systematic want of system” 
in creation. Earth is an uncultivated garden, a 
wilderness, if you will, of profuse and tangled 
variety, rather than an artificial garden with sorted 
plants and regular walks. All sorts of things, 
animate and inanimate, are mingled together in 
the mighty concourse. of created being. Why 
should the Word of God be any different from the 
works of God? 

n is spread out before man like 
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chapters, or verses. If they come o any phrase 
or verse that does not at once yield a plain and 
easy meaning, they pass it by. It never occurs to 
them to sit down and, with deliberation and prayer, 
study and master the difficulty. They have, or 
think they have, a very brief time for the purpose 
of searching the Scriptures: they are busy; they 
fatal blunder thus to neglect the study of the 
Scriptures, and it is responsible for a vast deal of 
ũ½F ðaw 
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the works of God, both the growth of ages, for 
man's patient and minute search. In his study of 
nature man must make his own text-books on 
geology, on botany, on zoology. He must search 
through all nature for his facts, gather together his 
data, and classify the data that he procures. God 
has endowed man with powers of observation and 
of reasoning ; He has given man dominion over 
the works of His hand, and expects man to 
exercise bis gifts and develop his mind and 
vast expanse of earth and sky and sea. 

In a similar way man must search the Scriptures 
as he searches creation. God spreads the Bible, 
rich and vast and varied, before man, as God 
spreads creation, rich and vast and varied, before 
man. Man must search both the one and the 
other for truth, and seek diligently until he find it. 
Let me impress this truth. The Bible only yields 
its secrets to those who study it dihgently, earnestly, 
and with their whole soul. You cannot dream 
yourself into an adequate knowledge of the Word 
of God. You will not stumble by a happy 
accident into an appreciation of its contents. 
Prayer without study will not avail. You will have 
to search and compare and classify just as diligently 
as the seeker after truth in nature's works must do. 
The astronomer must turn the great eye of the 
telescope towards the depths of space if he is to 
tell the number of the stars or trace their relations. 
The geologist must dig deep beneath the surface if 
he is to decipher the wondrous story of the earth's 
strata. The botanist, the zoologist, the chemist, 
and the rest must wander far and wide, gather 
facts from many sources, sometimes encounter 
serious peril, if they are to add to abe sum of human 
knowledge. No one can be a scientist who is 
unwilling to put himself to the pains of incessantly 
investigating, personally exploring, nature herself ; 
and no one can have an exact and satisfying know- 
ledge of the Word of God without the most 
assiduous, penetrating, and painstaking study of 
its contents. 

There may be some here who have but little idea 
of the infinite preciousness and helpfulness that are 
in the Bible, who cannot honestly say to Cod, We 
love Thy commandments above gold; yea, above 
fine gold: they are our meditation all the day.” 
To you let me say, you will never call the statutes 
of the Lord a delight, you will never be aware of 


the exhaustiess treasures of the Scriptures until 


you search them. Must not the farmer plough 
deep if he is to know the richness of the soil and 
the blessings of the sky? Must not the miner sink 
his shaft far into the heart of the earth if he is to 
know anything of the gold and silver and precious 
stones laid up there in store? Must not man earn 


e@ort to gain it, what of the bread of life? Is it not 
as true in regard to the science of the Word of Ged 
as it is m reference to the procuring of daily food. 
“ If any man will not work neither shall he eat.” 

1 plead, therefore, on these general grounds for 
unwearied industry in Bible study. 

ll. / plead, in the second place, more specifically 


for a deeper and wider acquaintance with the 


Word of God, om the gromnd that it is the surest 


protection against the attacks of unbelief. A very 


large proportion of the infidelity of to-day is due 
to a misunderstanding or perversion of Scripture. 
Scripture is accused of saying what it never says. 
The only way to meet such misinterpretations or 
mutilations of Scripture is to be master of the 
Scriptures. 

Take an example or two of what I mean. Tura 
to the 24th chapter of St. Matthew. Read verse 
34: “Verily I say unto you, This generation shall 
not pass, till all these things de fulfilled.” A writer 
in the Daily Telegraph, in that famous corre- 
spondence a year ago, headed “ Do we believe?” 
tries to show that Christ's word is unrehable. “On 
one point,” be says, “we can bring the matter to 
a decisive test. The Synoptists (fz. Matthew, Mark, 
Luke) tell us that Jesus prophesied that He would 
come again in the clouds of heaven to gather 
together the elect, and to judge the world, and 
they say that to this stupendous declaration He 
added the prediction: ‘ Verily I say unto you,’ &c. 
Did this happen or not? The bones of the genera- 
tion to which he spoke have long since mouldered 
into dust. Let that dust answer.” 

So the writer, as he thinks, easily convicts Christ 
of blundering. But it is just one of the many 
instances in which careless reading of Scripture 
imports into Scripture what is not there. The 
words “ Verily I say,” &c., do not refer to Christ's 
promise to come again, but to another matter 
altogether. Let me ask you to look at verse 36: 


But of that day and hour knoweth no man: no, 


not the angelt of heaven, bit my Father only. But 
as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming 
of the Son of Man be.” There is a clear contrast 
between the “these things” of verse 34, and “ that 
day” of verse 36. In regard to the former, Christ 
says that “these things would be fulfilled” within 
a definite period “ this generation; but in regard 
to the latter, He says that no one could tell when the 
day of His coming shouid be : no limits of time are 
specified. Christ, therefore, s thinking of some 
thing totally distinct from Mis coming again, when 


He speaks of these things to be fulélled before a 
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his very bread by the sweat of his brow, even 

though the sun and air and rain are free gifts of 

God? Does God ever give anything worth having 
| to indolence? If the bread that perisheth demands 
| 
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generation had passed.” What is kt? You Gnd 
the answer in the first three verses of this chapter. 


Mount of Olives, the disciples came unto 


second coming (“ What shall be the sign of Thy 
coming, and of the end of the world Christ, 
in His reply, answers both these questions. He, 
in the first part of the chapter, down to verse 25, 
“ Behold | have told you before,” tells His diseiples 
of the approaching fall of Jerusalem, and all the 
terrors that should precede and accompany that 
“ great tribulation,” that “beginning” of the Jewish 
people's age long sorrows. From verse 26 to verse 
31 He speaks of His second coming. Then, using 
the parable of the fig-tree and the certain presage 
of summer conveyed by its tender foliage, He adds, 
“So likewise ye know that it is nigh, even at the 
doors. Verily, | say,” Kc. He is speaking of the 
destruction of the temple and fall of Jerusalem, 
and, as a matter of fact, Jerusalem did fall before 
the generation to which Christ spoke passed away. 
In the year 70 A. b., after a siege of unparalleled 
horror, when Jews withstood the full force of 
Roman attack for Jong, and suffered with a heroism 
that has never been surpassed, the most dreadful 
tortures of famine and plague, rather than sur- 
render, the Holy City was captured by the Roman 
Emperor Titus. So that Christ's words, “ Verily,” 
&c., 80 far from being falsified by history, are in 
the most literal manner fulfilled. 

Let us take a second example of mistakes due 
to careless reading of Scripture. Turn to Stephen's 
speech in Acts vii. A distinguished writer tries to 
make out that Stephen falls into a dozen blunders 
or so. Even if he did make a mistake or two, it 
would scarcely be a matter of surprise. If any 
minister or other Christian were in Stephen's 
position, suddenly called to make his defence 
before a hostile audience, would it astonish us if, 
quoting from memory, he stumbled a few times 
in his statements in regard to Scripture history or 
Scripture doctrine? But, as a matter of fact, it can 
be shown that some alleged blunders are not 
blunders at all on Stephen s part, but the critic's 
own misreading of the Scripture. 

( Here is one alleged discrepancy. ums 
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Stephen says that “ The God of glory appeared 
unto our Father Abraham, whee he was in Meso- 
potamia, before he dwelt in Haran.” “ Now,” says 
the critic, “ here is a contradictie=. In Genesis we 
are told that the call came to Abraham, not before 
he came to Haran, but while he was in i.” The 
real truth is there are two calls, one while Abraham 
was still in Ur, the other when he waa in Haran. 
Gen. xv. 7 refers to this first call. Terah and 
Abraham and the rest “ came to Haran, and dwelt 
there.” Then while the family were still there God 
appeared to Abraham a second time, and urged a 
more complete separation from his kindred: “ Get 
thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and 
from thy father’s house, unto the land that | will 
show thee.” 

Thus there were two calls, one from Ur, the 
other from Haran, and two removals, from Ur and 
from Haran, and two separations, first from his 
country and kindred, and then from his father's 
house. 

(6) Again, we are told by the critic that there 
is no mention in Exod. iii. 3 of the terror of Moses 
at the bush, of which Stephen speaks (vii. 32). 
Moses trembled, and durst not behold.” No! it 
is not mentioned at Exod. iii. 3, but it is mentioned 
three verses further on, at ii. 6, where we read 
Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look 
upon God.” Whefe is the carelessness here? Is 
it not on the part of the critic, who will not take 
the trouble to read the full account of what took 
place 

I do not say that there are no difficulties in 
Stephens speech. Igwe these criticisms only 
as specimens of the need of careful attention to 
what Scripture actually says. I venture to say 
that nine out of ten of all the readers of the fore- 
going critic’s comments would. without inquiry, 
accept his allegations in these two instances as 
well based, whereas they are demonstrably due to 
slipshod handling of Scripture itself. The true 
protection against such mistaken criticisms is inti- 
mate acquaintance with the Word of God and 
painstaking examination of its contents. That will 
arm you against such errors. But if you. either in 
ignorance or carelessness, let such statements as I 
have referred to go unchallenged—if you accept 
them without inquiry, you are doing a great wrong 
to the Bible itself; you are encouraging unbelief, 
you are weakening your own hold of truth. | plead 
for deep and incessant reading of the Scriptures, 
as the only way to ward off the attacks of infidelity. 
The best apology for the Bible is the Bible itself, 
fairly interrogated and rightly interpreted. 

III. Y és well to remember in our study of the 
Bible that revelation is progressive. Not all at 
once did God unfold all the glory of the Gospel of 


pride at the buildings of the temple. Christ says 
unto them, “ Verily | say unto you, There shall not 
be teh one stone upon another that shall not be 
thrown down.” Then, after a while, “as He sat 
on che ᷑ ! ! —! 
Him privately, saying, Tell us when shall these 
be? and what shall be the sign of Thy coming, 
and of the end of the world?” You see, the 
disciples asked Christ two distinct questions ; the 
first, “ When shall these things be?” having refer 
ence to His prophecy of the complete destruction 
of the temple ; the second, having reference to His 
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His Son. Long ages passed before Christ came in 
the express image of Ged's person. With revela- 
tion it was as with all God's works. “First the 
blade, then the ear, then the full corn in the ear.” 
First the grey dawn, then the brightening morn, 
then high noon. 

Take an instance of the gradualness of revelation, 
the predictions regarding Messiah's descent. At 
‘first He is only referred to in general terms as 
“the seed of the woman,” but the race and tribe 
and family from which He is to spring are not 
specified. Then by degrees His pedigree narrows 
down to the tribe of Judah and family of David. 
First the descent is announced to be in the line of 
Shem, and Noah is moved by divine impulse to 
foretell] Shem's blessedness : “ Blessed be Jebovah, 
the God of Shem.” Then of the descendants of 
Shem: one is selected as the ancestor of Christ, 
and to Abraham is the promise made: “In thy 
seed shal! all the families of the earth be blessed.” 
The promise made to Abraham is still further 
limited to a particular branch of Abraham's family : 
“In Isaac shall thy seed be called.” The promise 
thus restricted to the line of Isaac is limited still 
further to the line of Jacob; then again to the 
tribe of Judah ; and then finally to the family of 
Jesse “As it is written, there shall come a rod out 
of the stem of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out 
of his roots.” 

Thus gradually Christ's descent is revealed. 
(a) To Adam it was made known in general terms 
that the Messiah should be one of the human race 
—the seed of the woman. (4) To Abraham it is 
more definitely stated that a particular nation was 
to have the honour of being nursing-mother to the 
Christ. „ Next, we learn that a separate tribe, 
the tribe of Judah, was to have the privilege of 
giving the Messiah to the world. (%) Lastly, we 
learn from Isaiah that Messiah was to be the Son 
of David. Thus gradually the light grew. 

The writers of Scriptures were like travellers 
wending their way to some distant mountain. 
Starting in the early dawn, they see the mountain 
dimly afar off. But as the day advances, and the 
mountain nears, they begin to get fuller and clearer 
conceptions of the mountains proportions. The 
green slopes, the deep gullies, the lofty peaks 
become plainly distinguishable. By and by when 
the travellers reach the foot of the mountain and 
begin to climb, what seemed at a distance an easy 
ascent becomes a toilsome journey; what looked 
afar an unbroken outline breaks into rugged 
precipices, with deep valleys lying between. So it 
is with the predictions of Christ. At first, in the 
dawn of history, the saints looking through the 
mists of time only see Him afar off, in dim outline; 
but as the centuries roll on the shadowy ‘outline 


becomes more pronounced the all-gionous Christ 
is beheld with ever-growing distinctness, until He 
stands before the gazing prophets in the peerless 
splendour of God manifest in the flesh. 

This is an illustration of the progressiveness of 
revelation. Naturally, therefore, we are to expect 
clearer light in the New Testament than in the 
Old Testament, and if we find any practices per- 
mitted in the dawn of history and the childhood 
of the race that are forbidden in the full light of 
Gospel privilege, we need not wonder: it is what 
might have been anticipated. The Mosaic ritual, 
„e was useful in the education of the people of 
God in the infancy of the but sacrifice and 
altar and tabernacle and priest have been abolished 
by Christ. As with the Levitical code, so with 
many things besides. Much that was once toler- 
ated is now clearly forbidden. 

Let me ask your attention to some important 
passages establishing this poimt. Mark x. 2-4, 
“ For the hardness of your heart Moses wrote you 
this precept, but from the beginning it was not so.” 
Luke ix. 54-56; Ve know not what spirit ye are 
of. . . . Sonof Man is not come to destroy, These 
passages show conclusively that the supreme stan- 
dard by which every fact and truth and action are 
to be judged is the Gospel standard, and they 
furnish a complete answer to a difficulty that is 
often urged. The difficulty is this. It is contended 
that there are, in the Old Testament particularly, 
certain occurrences, certain practices, ordained or 
permitted of God, which offend every righteous 
instinct of the soul: such, g, as the destruction by 
Elijah of the companies of soldiers that went by 
Ahaziah's orders to arrest the prophet and bring 
him to execution. That, we are told, was inhuman. 
Now, we are not concerned to deny the existence 
of particular incidents and requirements for the 
Old Testament that are exceedingly difficult to 
explain. But let me point out one commanding 
fact governing all such cases, that the Bible itself 
declares and insists that a good deal of what was 
allowed in Old Testament times was purely tem- 
porary and provisional, a stage in man’s moral and 
religious education, and that the only absolute 
standard of right and wrong is the law of Christ 
Himself. Everything is to be judged by that 
highest of all tribunals. That is the supreme Court 
of Appeal. Christ Himself did not hesitate to fling 
aside much that in His own time was taken for 
granted and supposed to have divine sanction. In 
Matt. v. how frequently the formula occurs, “ It 
has been said unto you by them of old time, but I 
say unto you.” With tremendous emphasis it is 
repeated again and again. Christ rules out of court 
many precepts and practices that had passed cur- 
rent for centuries in Judaism. So drastic was He 
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in His treatment of much that was counted right 
and Scriptura] that many alleged He was bent on 
destroying the law altogether, and He had to ex. 
plain: “ Think not that I am come to destroy the 
law or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but 
to fulfil.” 

Once, you recollect, He was besought by some 
of His followers to copy the example of Elijah and 
call down fire from heaven on those who refused 
to welcome Him. But He turned and rebuked 
such vindictiveness: Ve know not what manner of 
spirit ye are of : for the Son of Man is not come to 
destroy men's lives, but to save them.” There He 
simply brushed aside the example of the prophet 
as opposed to the whole spirit of His Gospel 
Once again in that passage Mark x. 2-6) He 
shows how certain customs were tolerated in 
earlier times under the old covenant that were not 
permissible under the Gospel law. Ves, He said, 
“for the hardness of your hearts Moses wrote you 
this precept. But from the beginning it was not 
so.” Ih other words, there was, even from the 
beginning, an absolute standard of right. but the 
frailty and perversity of human nature required 
certain modifications to be introduced; they 
were only temporary expedients and destined to 
pass away. “In the beginning it was not so; in 
the end it shall not be so.” 

The fact is, that certain parts of the Old Testa- 
ment are as inapplicable to-day as the ancient laws 
of ritual and sacrifice in Leviticus. They have 
passed away: they served their turn: they were 
only shadows of good things to come. So with 
much besides ritual and sacrifice. Laws and 
customs that are no longer binding on Christian 
disciples have given place to higher and holier 
institutions and requirements. They had their 
day: they fulfilled their purpose. They were like 
the husks guarding the precious grain, but the 
harvest is garnered for ever as the Gospel of Christ, 
The Sun of Righteousness has risen, the twinkling 
stars have vanished, the night is past. 


In Remembrance. | 


WE regret to have to record the home call of 
severa! inent members and friends of the 
Evangelical Alliance. These include :--Rev. R. 
Thursfield, of Worcester; Rev. W. Major Paull 
and Rev. J. Targett, of Bristol; Mr. Carleton 
Baynes, of Worthing; Major-General Bruce; Rev. 
T. G. Tarn, of Harrogate; the Misses Bell and 
Gurney, of Eastbourne ; Miss Hayley, of Man- 
chester; Miss Foster, of Cambridge; Mr. W. 8. 
Gard, of Hampstead; and Mr. Spencer Walton, 
of the South African General Mission. 


Bishop Langley. 
We note, with deep regret, the death of Bishop 
Langley, of Bendigo, Victoria, Australia. Duringa 


IV. This doads me to remark that in our Bible 
Study we should bear in mind that the mpreme 
Purpose of the Scriptures is to bring men inte the 
Presence and under the law of Christ. The law 
is our schoolbringer to bring us to Christ,” to use 
Paul's splendid phrase. Through al! the fore- 
shadowings of prophecy, through the faint adum 
brations of truth in the tabernacle, the altar, the 


veil, the mercy seat, the great day of atonement, 
through all the tortuous history of the chosen 
people, one clear purpose runs and one sublime 
hope can be discerned. “ The testimony of Jesus 
is the spirit of prophecy.” Christ is the end—the 
aim and object of the law: the fulfilment of 
, Christ and. His Gospel are the Holy 

emple, for the rearing of which much scaffolding 
was required; but the scaffolding, whatever its 
utility, was only scaffolding, fulfilling a temporary 
purpose and destined to be taken down. 

When men come to see that the aim of the Old 
Testament is to prepare the way of the Lord, that 
everything runs to meet and embrace Him, they 
are at once delivered from much that might perplex 
them. When we view everything from that stand- 
point — Christ the Alpha and Omega — then 
everything falls into right relation. Christ and His 
Gospel are like the mature fruit of the great tree 
that grows from less to more through every stage 
of development, from the tough, unsightly fibrous 
root to the stately trunk crowned with foliage. 

Do not forget that the great object of the whole 
Book is to get men to know God the Father, to 
know Him, not as a mere existence, but as a 

Friend, with whom we can have close and 

ing intercourse. That is the only thing that 

matters much—the knowing God. f is well to 

know obscure prophecies and to be able to solve 

perplexing problems of faith and duty; but this is 

eternal life, to know Thee, the only true vod, and 
Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent. 

This Bible is the vestibule of the Holy of Hollies ; 
it is the portal of the King's palace; it is the door 
into the Father's house. Do not be satisfied with 
anything short of standing in the presence of your 
God and Father in the realized nearness of son- 
ship, in the chastened spirit of frail mortals, lost 
sinners, but sinners saved by grace and called to life 
and fellowship eternal with Cod. 


tour in Australasia the writer made Bishop Langley’s 
acquaintance when, before elevation to the Bishopric 
of Bendigo, he was Archdeacon of Melbourne. In 
this capacity, and subsequently as Bishop of Ben- 
digo, he evidenced both largeness of heart and 
sincerity of friendship, contributing interest and 
influence towards bringing a difficult undertaking 
to a successful issue. Fate recently he joined the 


Evangelical Alliance as one of the signatories to 


the Week of Prayer programme. 
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We mourn the 
loss to Australia of such a man. Quoting from 
The Record, he was “ A very staunch upholder of 
Evangelical truth, a most spiritual man, and very 
faithful and devoted in his life.” 
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The Mission of the Evangelical Alliance 
to the Churches of To-day. 


Ix the minds of many the work of the Evangelical 
Alliance is principally associated with succour for 


the persecuted and oppressed in different European 


and foreign countries. Again and again deputa- 
tions from the Parent Society, embracing some 
of the most illustrious names of the age, have gone 
forth to plead that religious toleration and liberty 
should be granted to subjects of the Czar, the 
Sultan, or the Pope, whose only crime was their 
religion. This has been a great and useful service 
to the common cause of humanity. 

There is, however, a further service which the 
Alliance can perform in respect to the Church of 
Christ, which is in harmony with the vast network 
of prayer it arranges at the commencement of cach 
year. 

The Alliance affords a welcome common ground 
on which members of all the Churches can meet 
for concerted religious and philanthropic action. 
It stands, moreover, as a bulwark of Evangelical 
Truth in an age of chaos and unrest, not only in 
its permanent Basis, but in the pronouncements 
which specific errors may move it to make. It is 


a perpetual reminder and witness that the real 
Oneness of the Body of Christ consists not in 
uniformity, but in an inner unity of life originating 
in a common root and directed towards a common 
end. 

The Alliance is therefore as urgently needed 
to-day as ever; and perhaps more so than ever, 
because of the unrest and agitation of our times. 
Men are fearing the things that are coming on the 
earth, are asking whether, when Christ comes, 
there will be any faith left, are seeking earnestly 
for some foundation on which to erect the edifice 
of their faith and hope. The Roman Catholic 
Church, the Sectarian, the Bigot, each offers 
certainty of a more or less enduring character, but 
none is satisfactory. But if men can find a body 
of Christians who, whilst they differ in non- 
essentials, are one in their testimony to funda- 
mentals, and manifest to each other in speech and 
act the Love of God, then they are prepared to 
believe that the religion which these stand for is 
the very Truth of Cod To bear this testimony 
to Truth and Love is one of the main objects of 


the existence of the Evangelical Alliance among 
the Churches of to-day. 


The Universal Week Prayer. 


Its Origin, Development, and How to arrange locally. 


It is sometimes asked. What was the origin of 
the Week of Prayer now observed all over the 
Christian world during the first complete week of 
each year?” Without dwelling upon the fact that 
the late Mr. Haldane Stewart, Dr. Marsh, and 
others issued addresses inviting Christians to much 
prayer at the commencement of each New Year, 
we come to the year 1846, when the Evangelical 
Alliance was formed. One of the first resolutions 
adopted on that occasion was the following :— 
“That as the Christian union which this 
Alliance desires to promote can only be ob- 
tained through the blessed energy of the Holy 
Spirit, it be recommended to the members 
present and absent brethren... . that the 
week besinning with the first Lords Day of 
January in cach year be observed by the mem- 


bers and friends of the Alliance throughout, 


the world as a season for concert in prayer on 
behalf of the grand objects contemplated by the 
Alliance.” | * 


For about twelve years this resolution was 
carried into effect by an annual address issued 
by the Council in London inviting members of 
the Alliance to observe the first week in the year 
as a time for special prayer, and united meetings 
were held for this purpose in London and other 
centres. 

In 1859 the Lodiana missionaries in India in- 
augurated a concert of prayer specially to ask 
God's blessing upon missionary work, and this 
season of prayer was observed during the second 
week of the year by Christians in various lands, 
including our own country; while in London 
very large and successful meetings were ar- 
ranged, mainly by the indefatigable efforts of the 
late Lady Kinnaird, who took the deepest interest 
in the movement. The Missionary Conference, 
held at Liverpool in 1860, having considered a 
proposal for the setting apart of a week of special 
prayer for missions at the commencement of the 


year 1561, expressed their earnest hope that such 
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a plan might be carried into effect. The Lodiana 
missionaries also approved this plan, and the Rev. 
Mr. Morrison, one of their number, addressed a 
letter to the Evangelical Alliance, stating that 
many portions of the Church of Christ did not, 
for various reasons, participate in that season of 
prayer they had inaugurated. He then proposed 
that the Evangelical Alliance should, instead of 
limiting their Week of Prayer to the members of 
that body, address their invitation to Christians 
generally all over the world. | 

The Council of the Evangelical Alliance heartily 
responded to this appeal; and thenceforward their 
invitation was signed not only by representatives 
oi Our own country, but of many other countries 
where there are branches of the Alliance. This 
Week of Prayer, commencing the Arst Sunday in 
each year, has been observed increasingly from 
year to year, till now it has become, in fact, the 
Universal Week of Prayer. The organization of 
the Evangelical Alliance, which is an international 
body, with its branches in all parts of the world, 
has been specially devoted to this important move- 
ment; and it is gratifying to know that during the 
first week in each year there is a world-wide and 
mighty concert of praise and supplication rising 
simultaneously from tens of thousands of the Lord’s 
people speaking a great variety of languages and 
living under many different circumstances. 

It should be stated that the invitation to this 
Universal Week of Prayer is annually prepared by 
some leading divine in our own country, and is sent 
out to various foreign branches of the Alliance to 
receive the signatures of brethren in other lands. 
For many years this daily programme of subjects 
was varied from time to time ; but communications 
from all parts of the world have been received, 
pointing out the advantage which would accrue if 
the particular days of the week were definitely 
appropriated to given subjects. This has now 
been done, and, while the following is the general 
outline for the various days, the defai/ed topics for 
prayer under each heading are varied from year 
to year. The particular needs of each country, 
and of different parts of the mission-field, may be, 
under this arrangement, definitely taken up, 
while adhering to the general outline for the 
week. The general subjects referred to are: 
On Monday, “ Thanksgiving and Humiliation” ; 
on Tuesday, “The Church Universal”; on 
Wednesday, “Nations and their Rulers”; on 
Thursday, “Foreign Missions”; on Friday, 
“Families, Educational Establishments, and the 
Young”: and on Saturday,“ Home Missions and 
the Jews.” 

It may be added that when the invitation and 


programme of subjects has received the approval 
of representative men in various countries, it is 
sent forth to all the distant parts of the earth. 
This invitation, bearing the signatures of well. 
known men in many lands, is accepted by 
Christians in all lands, and it is gratifying to report 
that the whole of the Missionary Societies, the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, and the 
Religious Tract Society, cordially co-operate with 
the Evangelical Alliance each year in circulating 
the programme throughout the mission-fields of 
the world. 

The list of subjects for prayer, together with the 
invitation, is translated into a great number of 
languages, and thus the native Christians in many 
lands are enabled to take an intelligent part in this 
universal observance. 

The reports received from year to year with 
reference to the meetings held in connection with 
this Week of Prayer are very encouraging. From 
all parts of China, including the interior; from 
Japan and India, to the various islands of the 
Pacific Ocean ; from all parts of the American 
continent, to Australia and New Zealand; and 
from Northern Europe to Southern Africa, there 
come reports referring to the blessing which the 
observance of this Week of Prayer has been to 
those who have taken part in it. Very often 
revivals of religion on a large scale have followed 
the week’s meetings, and scarcely a year passes 
without reports being received of an awakening 
amongst Christians in some part of the world. 
as a result of the united prayers of the Lord's 
people. 

One could wish that a still larger number of 
ministers of the Gospel and other leaders in 
Christian effort would concentrate their attention 
upon this valuable opportunity presented by the 
Universal Week of Prayer. 

When clergy, ministers, and laymen of all 
denominations unite at the commencement of each 
year in prayer, forgetting the differences which 
separate them, anxious only to gather together at 
the Throne of Grace to plead for the Lord's 
blessing upon His Church and upon the world, we 
may surely expect that the Universal Week of 
Prayer will be followed by rich blessings, in the 
deepening of the spiritual life of those who are 
Christians, and the awakening of some who have 
hitherto remained indifferent to His claims upon 
them. Let the followers of the Lord Jesus Christ 
fully realize their blessed privileges in regard to 
this matter of united prayer, and we may then look 
for greater earnestness and activity, with the result 
of an ever-widening extension of the kingdom of 
our Lord and Master. 
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UNUM CORPUS SUMUS IN CHRISTO. 


EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE INVITATION 


FORK THE 


Annual Universal Prayer, 


(ORGANIZED BY THE ALLIANCE SINCE 846.) 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 6th, to SUNDAY, JANUARY 13th, inclusive. 


all CAristian leaders and MAKE ARRANGEMENTS EARLY to bring the 
Lord's people together for UNITED PRAYER, daily, during this Week, and to circulate the 
Programme widely Preachers are affectionately asked to preach on the suggested topics, and to 
bring the Week of Prayer before their congregations. 

> Kindly forward promptly, brief account of Meetings held and results to the General Secretary, 
Evangelical Alliance, Adam Street, Strand, London, England, for publication in “ Evangelical 
CAristendom.” 


To all that in every place call upon the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, their Lord and ours: 


Brernres in Jesus, 

Once more it is our privilege to invite you to unite in observing the Annual Week of Concert in Prayer, which 
now for sixty years past has formed at the opening of each year a link of hallowed fellowship among Christians of all 
(Churches and all lands. 

Year by year, the call to the Lord's remembrancers for combined supplication that the Kingdom of God may 
come speedily, grows more and more urgent. 

Inside Christendom, hindrances to faith abound, no less than nds for encouragement. The difficulty of 
maintaining either a clear testimony to Evangelical truth, or a high Tevet of Christian living, is intensified by the 
increasing pre occupation of modern society with secular aims, both social and economic; by prevalent materialistic 
conceptions of the universe, and by the uaseitlement of mind induced by recent Biblical criticism and di 

On the other hand, the minds of men are becoming everywhere more alive to social wrongs and to the 
hardships of the poor: hardships and wrongs which it ought to be the business of our Christian civilization to 
alleviate. These things demand on the part of Christ's followers a closer imitation of His example. a more unflinching 
application of His teaching to present-day conditions, and a self-sacrificing devotion to His claims. 

Outside Christendom, the openness of non-Christian lands to the entrance of the Gospel was never so complete. 
There is scarcely a cotner of the earth where the Christian States of Europe or America are not in contact, as 
administrators or as merchants, with races that are still heathen: races whose future must be determined by the 
influence thus brought to bear upon them. In the greater centres of hesthen civilization, notably in Japan and in the 
Chinese Empire, movements are in rapid progress which portend grave changes in the near future. 

An unexampled opportunity is thus afforded to the Church of Christ in our generation to enter in and 
the Gospel to every creature. Already the Seed of the Word is being sown beside all waters, and out Lord has begun 
to answer the cry of Hus servants for more labourers (Matt. ix. 38) ; for in many places young hearts are being stirred 
up to say: Here am I: send me (Isaiah vi. 8). 

What we have most cause to apprehend is the supineness and worldliness of the Church itself. Against this 
there is no remedy but prayer. Prayer for the — 2 of the presence and power of the Holy Spirit 
among all who profess and call themselves Christians,” that they may repair the negligence of previous centuries, 
nse — * height of their opportunity, and come to the help of the Lord (Judges v. 23) at a critical hour in the 
work § history. 

It is with hopefulness, then, and gratitude, yet with urgency, that we venture to call on the Lord's people to 
pray, in secret, end im concerted meetings, when a new year shall open. Let there be humble contrite acknowledgment 
of past slackness in effort and coldness in devotion to our Master. But let us take hold on His “‘ exceeding great and 
precious promises (2 Peter i. 4); bring the burden of the world’s need to His feet ; claim His sovereign overcoming 
might for the work given us to do; and re-dedicate ourselves to whatever sacrifices are required for the advancement 
of His cause and the salvation of men. 

Meanwhile, for our encouragement, tokens of His Presence are not withheld. Already in many quarters 
there is a sound of abundance of rain” (1 Kings xviii. 41). Hearts that waited long have been cheered with 
revival. They that “‘fear the Lord, and that think upon His Name” are drawing visibly closer to one another 
(Mal. iii. 16). His Hand has begun to shake all nations” (Haggai ii. 7). Infant Churches, full of promise, give 
their sons to “‘ the noble army of martyrs.” A century of sowing has brought nearer the day when the wheat Fail 
be gathered to the garner of God. It is time to “lift up our heads, for our redemption draweth nigh ” Luke xxi. 28). 
Wherefore let us come boldly to the Throne of Grace to plead that He would speedily accomplish the number of 
His elect and hasten His Kingdom. The Lord's hand is not shortened that it cannot save; neither His eat heavy 


that it cannot hear (Isaiah lix. 1). 

We are, beloved frends, — 

Your Brethren in the Service of Christ Jesus, 
(Sigmed by ever 500 Representatives in 90 different countries.¥ 
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EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE. 


Topics Suggested for Universal and United Prayer, 


SUNDAY, JANUARY Gth, to SUNDAY, JANUARY isch, 1907. 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 6th, 1907. 
TOPICS FOR SERMONS OR ADDRESSES. 


“PROVE Me now herewteth, saith the Lord of Hosts, if 1 will not open you the windows of heaven, 
and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.”—Malachi iii. 10. 


“ PRAY for us, that the Word of the Lord may have free course and be glorified.” —2 Thess. iii. 1. 


“ LF two of you shall agree on earth as touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for 
them of my Father, which 1s in heaven.” Matt. xviii. 19. 


MONDAY, JANUARY 7th, 1907. 
THANKSGIVING AND HUMILIATION. 


THANKSGIVING: For the wide door opened in so many lands for Bible circulation and for 
evangelizing. For the large number of Christian agencies at work both at home and abroad ; for recent 
revival in various parts of the world ; for peace restored in the Far East and for its preservation among 

, other nations; for quickened interest in social well-being. ' 


HU MILIATION : On account of widespread apathy in respect to the things which are Jesus Christ's; 

the lack of personal consecration and self-denial among professing Christians ; the prevalent love of 

money and habits of luxury ; the injury done to the Cause of Christ by the inconsistent lives of His 
people ; and on account of rivalry and sectarianism among the Churches. 


SCRIPTURE READINGS. 
Psalm l. 7-15. Psalm c. Daniel ix. 3-9. 1 Thess. iii. 5-13. 2 Thess. i. James iv. 1-10. 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 8th, 1907. 


THE CHURCH UNIVERSAL: PRAISE AND PRAYER FOR THE 
: “ONE BODY” OF WHICH CHRIST IS THE HEAD, 


PRAISE: for the widening sphere of the Church's testimony ; for its real unity in spiritual life underneath 
all outward divisions ; for recent efforts at co-operation and manifested unity among different sections of 
the Church; for every sign of better understanding and more cordial appreciation of each others work. 
PRAYER: For a wider outpouring of the Holy Spirit, leading to an increase of brotherly love amongst 
Christians, and for the increased attention ministers Churches to the fundamental truths af 
revelation ; for a fuller recognition of the Oneness in Christ of all the living members of His Church; 
for the dedication to Christ's service of wealth and scholarship ; for deepened reverence to the Word of 
God and its closer study by Christians in all lands ; for wisdom to be given to all directors of Missions ; 

for alt Pastors, Teachers, and Evangelists. 


SCRIPTURE READINGS. 
Psalm cxxxii. Isaiah lvii. 15-20. John xv. 9-15. Phil i. 1-11, James v. 12-20. Jude 20-25. 
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9th, 1907. 
NATIONS AND THEIR RULERS. 


PRAYER : For Divine Guidance to all Rulers, their Ministers and Councils, that they may seek the 
good of the people and rule in the fear of God ; for Parliaments and Legislators, that they may devise 
— 


; treatment 
races; for a higher ideal of national life; for temperance, purity, and a solution of labour 
problems for rich and poor ; for soldiers and sailors : for the Press, and for all those who guide public 
opinion. 
SCRIPTURE READINGS. 
1 Chron. xvi. 23-36. Psalm Ixvii. Acts xvii. 22-31. 1 Timothy ii. 1-8. 1 Peter iii. 8-17. 


F 
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THURSDAY, JANUARY och. 1907. 
FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


THANKSGIVING : For made during last year: new stations opened, and native Churches 
strengthened ; for protection of Missionaries in peril, and fidelity of native Christians under persecution ; 
for educated young men and women volunteering for the mission-field ; and for the growing readiness of 
the Charches to combine their forces in the field. 
PRAYER That the Church may vocation pevech the Gospel to every creature; that public 
events may be overruled to further the spread of Christian truth ; for the success of all agents, and 
female, native or foreign ; for young Churches and recent converts, their growth in holiness, unity and 
zeal ; for Zenana, medical, and educational work in connection with Foreign Missions ; and for those 
who superintend such work at home. 
INTERCESSION : For special Fields of Labour and those engaged in them, as local brethren or 
circumstances may suggest. 
SCRIPTURE READINGS. 
Isaiah lv. Matt. xxviii. 16-20. Mark xvi. 14-20. Rom. x 4-15; xv. 821. 1 Thess. ii. 1-13. 


FRIDAY, JANUARY t1th, 1907. 
FAMILIES, EDUCATIONAL ESTABLISHMENTS, AND THE YOUNG. 


PRAYER: For the purity of family life and the revival of piety in the home ; that farrnfs may realize 
their responsibility for Christian instruction of their children; for Professors and Teachers in 
Universities, Colleges, and Schools ; for all Sunday Schools, Societies of Christian Endeavour, Bible 
Classes, Boys’ Brigades, and all forms of Christian work among men and young women and 
children ; for the safeguarding of purity and of faith in the youth of both sexes, especially such as are 
away from home. = 
SCRIPTURE RKEADINGS. 
Psalms xxxiv. ; lxxvili. 1-8 ; cxliv. Matt xviii. 1-14, Mark x. 13-22. 2 John. 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 12th, 1907. 
HOME MISSIONS AND THE JEWS. 


PRAYER: For every effort wisely forth to carry the Gospel to the classes that are alienated from it ; 

to counteract scepticism and indi ce; to safeguard the national observance of the Lord's Day; to 

arrest intemperance and gambling ; or to purify and brighten the homes of the people ; for a re-awakeni 

in the public conscience with respect to the guilt of sin ; for Scripture Readers, Bible Women, 
Missionaries in city, town, or country ; for hospitals, reformatories, settlements, and labour colonies. 


INTERCESSION : For members of the Hebrew race under oppression, and for a better feeling towards 


them in European lands where they are still harshly treated; Prayer for all Societies and workers who 


seek to win them to the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ as their Messiah. 
SCRIPTURE READINGS. 
Psalm cxxii. Isaiah lxii. Zech. x. Rom. x. 1-13. 1 Cor. iii. 5-15. Eph. iv. 1-13. 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 13th, 1907. 


TOPICS FOR SERMONS OR ADDRESSES. 


} _ “He that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new." Rev. xxi. 5. 

It ts expedient for you that | go away ; for if I go not away, the Gomforter will not come unto you ; 

but, if 1 depart, I will send Him unto you. And when He is come, He will reprove the world of sin 
and of righteousness and of judgment. John xvi. 7-8. | 
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Foreign Intelligence. 


The Crisis in France. 

Writing in the Aecord on Foreign. Reform Move- 
ments, Chancellor Lias says :-— 

“It is to me, I confess, surprising to sce how the 
English newspapers seem stil] to misunderstand the cause 


of the recent uprising against the Roman Church in 
France. It is no doubt the fact that the mass of the 


people, as well as the seceding priests, do not as a rule 
pass over to Protestantism, bat to scepticism. The fact 
is to be regretted, but it is at least not to be wondered 
at. To the average Frenchman the Church of Rome has 
for centuries represented Christianity. Since the Revo- 
cation of the Edict of Nantes, Protestantiom has been 
but ‘a little flock.’ And in quitting the Roman Church 
the Frenchman imagines himself to have abandoned the 
Christian religion. But that is because he has never had 
an opportunity of knowing what Christianity really is. 
It is not the doctrines of the Christian creed which have 
driven bim from his Church. It is the abuses which 
not only exist in, but are fostered by, that Church. It 
is the intrusion of the Bishops and clergy into politics, 
the continuous increase of the most absurd superstitions, 
the conversion of the Church into a huge money mak ing 
concern, the frequent scandals connected with priestly 
celibacy, the intrigues, the jealousies, the gross favouritism 
so common among the Church authorities, which account 
for the present attitude of the French people.” 


Writing on the same subject, Rev. J. Gosset- 
Tanner, Secretary of the Foreign Aid Society, 
Says 

The present religious condition of France is a subject 
receiving the closest attention from the secular press. A 
very short time since M. Combes, the ex - Premier, stated 
publicly that the attitude of the Pope towards the French 
Bishops would undoubtedly forward the Protestant 
cause. One of the correspondents of the Times in Paris 
mentioned a few days ago that a number of Catholics 
have recently signed an address to the Pope requesting 
him to te- consider bis decision. They urge that Even 
now it may be regarded as certain that Protestantism, 
through its public worship Associations, now constituted 
and ready to act, will enjoy the favour of the State, and 
speedily occupy the positions which we shall be obliged 
to abandon, and will thus gradually threaten to instal 
itself in our churches and presbyteries, and, above all, 
in the souls of the faithful.’ This striking testimony 
comes from a hostile witness. This is exactly what is 
being done by the Protestant Churches.” 

M. Meillon, who is superintending Gospel work 
among ex-priests, has been allowed to devote himself to the 
important work of aidingin the formation of worship Asso- 
ciations in the Catholic Church, independent of Rome. 
He has already been enabled to constitute three such As- 
sociations with an Evangelical tendency. He states 


* 


that, since the Pope refused to submit te the law, & is 
evident that a Nationa! Catholic Charch will be organized, 
which will be were and mare open te the free influence 
of the Gospel. Remaining faithful to his personal convic- 
tions, he is labouring for the enfranchisement of the 
Church of his childhood. Two hundred priests have 
already given in their adhesion to his programme, and 
he believes that this number will soon largely increase. 
He has become a kind of honorary secretary to these 
Associations. 

“ The free circulation of his organ, 
has already reached thirty-eight dioceses. He has been 
enabled to do this by the means entrusted to him, which 
are now exhausted. He mys: ‘At the moment when 


the Pope is declaring « religious war in France I can 
help in pacifying the parishes, as / did at the period of 
the imventories, by persuading the well-disposed priests 
to conform to the law of their country. He adds that the 
Gospel will never reach Catholic parishes unless through 
the instrumentality of priests who are practically free 
from Rome. All the worship Associations which have 
been thus established, and those that will be established, 
have accepted and will accept the distribution of the 
New Testament in each family. This is an admirable 
proof of the Evangelical tendency of this new religious 
movement, which is largely owing to the maladroitness 
of the Pope s action.” 

Brotherhood of Churches in Australia. 


The Sumday at Home for July tells us that, according 
to its Melbourne corr great interest has been 


espondent, 
aroused in Australia by the action of the * — 


of Melbourne in inviting two prominent non _ 
divines (Rev. Dr. Marshall, Presbyterian, and 


Fitchett, Wesleyan) to take part in the service to be 
held in the Anglican cathedral oo Empire Day. Dr. 
Marshall and Dr. Fitchett were to join in procession 
with the English Church clergy, and afterwards read 
the lessons. A conference is also to be held shortly 
between representatives of the Anglican and Presby-. 
terian Churches by resolution of their tive 
Assemblies on this great question, and though, per- 
haps, even optimistic unionists may not fusion 
as the result, yet all sensible men hai! any movement 
that will sar the great denominations into closer 
fellowship.—CAristian /rishman. 


A Message from Rorke's Drift (Natal). 
Writing on August 24th, Mr. J. J. Meek says 
I have pinned the united invitation from the c 

and ministers at Plymouth on my study door, and l 

be only too pleased to join you in our Sixtieth Annual 

Convention, on October 16th to 19th, in prayer for showers 


Our friend has the assurance of remembrance 
at the Throne of Grace, in common with many 
thousands of others linked through the Evangelical 
Alliance to each other and brought into touch by 


this magazine. 
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Ourselves, and our Branches. 


Selections from Proceedings of the 
Loads Council. 


Council, May 1906. 
The Council received reports concerning the distribu. 


tion of relief funds to suffering Jews in Russia through — 


the British Jews’ Society. In response to an appeal 
from the Secretary, Rev. Isaac Levinsohn, for a further 
grant to meet special needs in Vilma and other parts, 3 
sum of £25 was allocated from the amount remaining on 
this special fund. 

Mr. John Wood, having attended as a delegate from 
the Alliance, gave an account of the National Conference 
on Sunday Observance held on May gth. 


Twenty-five new members were duly elected. 


Executive Council, June 14th, 1906. 


A letter was read from Sir Robert Anderson, X. C. B., 
LL.D., accepting office as a Vice-President of the 
Alliance. 

The Council decided to receive and distribute, in 
accordance with Dr. Baedeker’s instructions, a sum of 
1,600 roubles in the hands of Baron Nicolai on account 
of persecuted Christians. 

Letters were considered requesting the Council to take 
action consequent on the withdrawal by the Governor of 
Malta of the Royal Theatre at Valetta after its use had 
been granted for an eight days’ mission to be conducted 
by Rev. John McNeill. 

Fifteen new members were duly elected. 


Executive Council, July Vath, 1906. 


A letter was read from Mr. T. W. II. Inskip, accepting 
office om the General Council. 

The Secretary reported the receipt of the following 
letter [Printed elsewhere. Eb. ] from Lord Elgin, having 
reference to the Malta incident reported at the previous 
meeting. 

The Secretary having reported the death of Bishop 
Bickersteth, a Vice-President of the Alliance, it was 
unanimously resolved to record the following minute :— 

The Council record the home call to ‘ heaven's 
perfect peace’ of the Rt. Rev. Dr. E. H. Bickersteth, 
formerly Bishop of Exeter, and one of the Vice - Presidents 
of the Alliance. They recognize, with heart-felt grati- 
tude to the God of all grace, the long life and ministry 
of His devoted servant. They mourn his loss, not only 
as a highly gifted scholar, a faithful minister of God's 
Word, a sweet psalmist of the Charch, and a gentle, 
loving personality, but also a lifelong friend and zealous 
colleague in the work of the Alliance, whose principles 
and aims were dear to his heart.” 

A letter concerning the next International Conference 
was read from Lord Polwarth. After consideration, it 
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was unanimously decided to communicate with foreign 
Branches and representatives of the Alliance, suggesting 
a reunion in London during 1907. 

A letter from Count Moltke (Copenhagen) was read, 
giving details of the Second Alliance Convention in 
Copenhagen, and thanking the Council for their delegate. 

The Council received a letter of thanks, and a form of 
receipt, for their first donation of 425 to the Stundist 


Executive Council, September 1 yh, 1906. 

The Rt. Hon. Lord Langford, having signified his 
willingness to join as a member and Vice-President of 
the Alliance, was duly elected. 

The Secretary (in the absence, through iliness, of 
Pastor Fuller Gooch) presented a short report of the 
Blankenburg Alliance Convention. 

The Council heard, with thankfulness to God, of pro- 
gress im the work of the Alliance Bible School in Berlin. 
At present there are twenty-five students from various 
parts of Europe in training, while several have returned 
to Russia for evangelistic labours, having previously 
enjoyed a year's practical training. A further sum of 
£50 was voted for the needs of the Bible School. 

Arrangements for proposed deputations to France, 
Sweden, and Denmark were approved. 

Copies of the Universal Week of Prayer programme 
for 1907 in the Welsh, Russian, and Spanish languages 
were laid on the table, and passed for printing. 

Seventeen new members were duly elected. 


Ealing Branch. 

Our Ealing friends are not letting the grass grow under 
their feet. This is a new Branch, and we rejoice in its 
activities. A Week of Prayer—subject, ‘‘ The Second 
Coming of our Lord — to be held from October 1st 
to sth, and the Ealing Convention for the decpening (or 
heightening ?) of spiritual life is to be held under the 
auspices of the Alliance from October 15th to 19th. 


Other Branches and Meetings. 
There is much to report, but limited space in this 
issue compels copy being marked H. O.“ (held over). 
This we regret. Numerous meetings are arranged, or in 
course of arrangement. We look forward with much 
hope to seeing widespread interest in towns and country 
places where little has been done recently. Correspond- 
ence is invited from local secretaries or friends willing to 
arrange a drawing-room or evening meeting, and we 
wish it to be clearly understood that we are prepared to 
send, on due notice, a deputation, clerical or lay, whether 
the expenses be guaranteed or not. Please address the 
General Secretary, Mr. H. Martyn Gooch, 7, Adam 
Street, Strand, London. 7 


| 
community in Odessa. 
Ten new members were duly clecte. 
i 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 


FRIENDLESS 
AND FALLEN. 


London Female Preventive and 
Reformatory Institution. 
Office: 200, EUSTON ROAD, N.W. 


This Evangelical and Interdenom national Institu 
tion is unendowed, and has no reserve fund, but 
entirely depends upon the the, voluntary gifts of 
Christian men and women, upon whom it has a 


MORAVIAN MISSIONS. 


Jt supports 


A Training Hoe 
Four Rescue Homes .| For 180 


AnD Inmates. 
An Open-all-Night Refuge 


. The benefits are free, irrespective of creed, class, 
or country. Nearly %% % have been assisted since 


1857. 


Will God's people make this great need 
A SUBJECT OF EARNEST PRAYER ? 


CONTRIBUTIONS will be thankf 8 and 
information given the Rev. M. WETTON CORK, at the 
Offices of the LONDON ASSOCIATION, whe will also 


gladly arrange for Meetings, Sermons, Lectures, Ac. 
Offices: 7, New Court, Lincoln's Ian, 
Leadoa, W.C. 


COUNTRY TRUE Soldiers’ Friend Society. 


Bankers : 
Liovps Bank, Limited, 16, St. James's t., S. W. 
WILLIAM J. TAYLOR, Seerefary. 


REFORMATION 


Surely the best way is to make all our Eva 
cal Parishes thoroughly efficient, so that by their 


example, their vigour, and their life, they may K. C. A 
attract the nation to the Truth. — 1 — 
But before they can sccomplish this, they must V.C., K.G., &e. 
be properly manned, and this is the work of the President : 
iekd- Marshal 
GH URGH Viscount Wol 
K. F., GC. CE. 
GMG. 
F. R. G. S., &c. 


PASTORAL-AID 
SOCIETY, 


~ which is now making Grants for 
738 ADDITIONAL CLERGY, 
152 LAY EVANGELISTS, 
125 WOMEN WORKERS, 


who are working in — and populous parishes 
in every Diocese of England and Wales. 


Readers are maintained by the Society te 
werk ameng the Tree st Home and Abroad. 


; A CHAPLAIN writes >“ I don't know what I should do without 
the Readers, they are my mainstays and rocks.’ 

Another Carta writes :—“ I only wish the Christian public 
could appreciate rightly the value of the work done by the Readers 
among a section of the lation, which, prior to enlistirent, seems 
almost untouched by tian agencies.” 

Monthly Organ of the Society —“‘ The British Flag.” Price 14. 


— — 


Contributions are needed to on this jon of 
God's work and will be thankfully by the — 
V. G. M. Hour, or by the Secretary, Colonel G. Furs, 
112, St. Harun Lane, London, W. o. 


Subscriptions may be sent to any Parochial 
C.P.A. Treasurer, or to the Offices of the Society, 
. FALCON COURT, FLEET STREET, EC. 


——' — — —— 
2 
The Oldest Protestant 
Micionary (herch. 
URGERTLY 
special claim for practical help. un 
some of the LARGER 
MISSIONS may. is 
feared, have to be 
Abandoned 
G. S. Leper Heme, derusaiom, te ta 
sere need, and the sember of Patients may 
have te be reduced fer want of funds. 
The Committee very earnestly appeal to the eee 
"7m \ His Royal 
of Connaught, 
SOLE OBJECT OF THE SOCIETY: To spread the saving 
knowledge of Christ amen our soldiers. 
| 
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EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 


or, Twenty Years of my Ministry. 

Spectal Presentation Eduin with Portran of Authew, and Four 
liustrations. Fiegantly bound. 64. 

Cannot fall to interes ewery carnest-minded Christian. 
ts written with @uch wisdom and candour, and is pervaded by 
a «piri of trwe Christian charity.” — 7 he A word. 
FROM THE TOP. = 

Tweaty-four Tree Tales of Conversioa. 
With Twelve I bestsations 
“ Not only are these stories interesting in themselves bat in 


TRE rose [19th Thomsand. 


“In many respects the best book that has appeared upon the 
ect. Commonwealth. 


ꝙꝗꝛũ3y — 
“Vet oot I, bat the Grace of God which was en 


‘tom rv. re 


Special Presentation Edition. Elegantly bownd N 64. 


“It will supply not a few important practical suggestions for 
those whe desire that their labours shall not be in vain in the 
Lord.” ~The Record. 

10th lhowsand. 


GLEANINGS FROM THE 
A Supplemestary alem to the above. 


LONDON: JARROLD @ 


NEW GHEAP EDITIONS OF THE 


REV. HASLAM’S WORKS. 


Crewe Cloth Git, as. 64.; Plush 1s. 64. 
PAPER BOARDS, ATTRACTIVE COVERS, ts. NET. 


HAWE BEEN GREATLY USED AND BLESSES FOR MISSION WORK 


everyone the plan of salvation is clearly sated.” - The Christian. — 


A Plain Farrattve of Prophetic Events in their Order. | 


— — — 


SONS, 10 & tl, WARWICK LANE, E. c. 


WOMEN'S PROTESTANT 


ANNUAL DAY PRAYER 


Meetiogs will (God willing) be held in 


THE DRAWING ROOM, 
EXETER HALL, 
ON 


_ THURSDAY, OCTOBER 11th, 1906, 


As under — 
Morning at 11.30— 
Chair—The Dowacer CouNrTEss oF 
TANKERVILLE, 
Address —Rev. S. A. MCCRACKEN. 
Afternoon at 3 pm. 
Chatr—Mrs. W. R. ARBUTHNOT. 
Address—Mrs. R. C. MorGan. - 
Evening at 7 p.m.— 
Chair—Mrs. W. R. ARBUTHNoT. 
Address—AN Ex-RomMAN CATHOLIC. 


Christian men and women of all denominations are 
cordially invited. 


Special requests for Prayer should be sent to 
Mrs. W. R. ARBUTHNOT, 
20, Exeter HALL, Stranp, W. C. 


* 


GIFT OF GOB, 
| or, Jesus Christ, the Object of alm. and Love. 


froth 
“Pilgrim's Progress.” 


in Bunyan'’s “| 
With Forty+@o Illustrations and F rontisprece. 
LEAVES FROG BY BOTE BOOK. 
from 


Notes Keswick 
Cloth git, only published af Ome Shilling. 


Works by the Rev. ROBERT MIDDLETON. 


GLIMPSES OF THE GLORYVLAND, 
Ry the Rev. R. Mrow: eros, Author of the “ The Second 
Coming of Our Lord Jesus Christ,” &c. Cloth elegant, Su. 
net; paper boards net. 

We commend this book moet heartily. It is charmingly 

EI the 

Holy Spirn to give us some tetter idea of the Home — 
| Morning Star 


UNIFORM EDITIONS by Rev. R. MIDDLETON. 
Crows tro, white art covers, gilt tops, 64. each. 
THE END. Cloth boards, Is. Cheaper Edition, 
‘SOW THE BLESSING CAME Cheaper 
THE Spee COMING OF OUR AND SAVIOUR 
JES aper covers, M. 

THE 


CES OF A COUNTRY CURATE 
THE EXPERIENCES OF A CITY ERECTOR. Cheaper 
Edition, net. 


. Cheaper Edition for distribution, M. net 


— — 


The Rev. F. B. MEYER’S 
NEW BOOK. 


NOW READY. 


THE 
PURE INTENTION. 


Crown do, cloth gilt, gilt top, 28. @d, net. 


„Mr. Meyer is never anything bat good, and here 
he is at his best. This is a book of pure and high 
mysticism, as indeed its title indicates. But it is prac- 
tical mysticism too, — 7 Cromwell's, which strove 
to set wrong things right, to make the present world 
the outer court and antechamber of deed There is 
much sympathy in these pages. There is an intimate 
and first-hand knowledge also of the condition of the poor 
and toiling masses in the great centres of our civiliza- 
. Its theology is that of the Imitation of 
Christ,’ with a stronger insistence on the indwelling of 
the Spirit of God as the sufficient secret of a Christ-like 
life. No one can study and practise iis counsels with- 
out ing steadily and blessedly in the grace and 
know of his Lord and Saviour. And what greater 
eulogium can ‘be on an author than that? — 
Scottish Review, July 5th, 1906. 


SAMUEL BAGSTER & SONS Lid., 
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15, Paternoster Row, London, RO. 
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